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1. INTRODUCTION

This e-twinning project involves the collaboration of three schools. One is a school from
Italy; Scuola Primaria Gianoli, (Laveno — Mombello, Varese).

The other two schools are from Spain; Colegio Publico Artero (Bullas, Murcia) and
Colegio Concertado Don Cristébal (Manzanares, Ciudad Real).

The project has been developed for the students of First Course of Primary Education
(6-7 years old). Teachers of the three schools participating in the project met during an
Erasmus+ Mobility project in the UK in October 2017, during their Job Shadowing
experience in Blewbury School (Blewbury, England). Since then, a number of
educative initiatives have been developed to boost the education practices in their
schools.

2. PARTICIPANTS.

Italy:

Scuola Primaria Gianoli.
* Viviana Maestri. Primary Teacher-Teacher of English, Maths and Technology.
(e-Twinning Coordinator).
e Serena Bais. Primary Teacher-Teacher of Science, Music Italian, Geography,
History and Arts.
* Rosina Troiano e Marina Sidella. Primary Teacher- support teachers.

Spain:

C.B.E.P Artero
* Ana Belén Garcia Fernandez. Teacher of Science, Literacy and Arts. English
Department. (e-Twinning Coordinator).
* Lourdes Simarro Martinez. Music Teacher and Tutor of Grade 1.
* Esperanza Sanchez Lopez. Primary Teacher. Tutor of Grade 1.

Colegio Concertado Don Cristébal
* Juan Rafael Doctor. English Department. (e-Twinning Coordinator).
e Conchi Cabrera. English Department and Tutor of Grade 1.

3. OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT:

* To develop students” key competences in the following subject areas: Natural
Science, English, Art and Music.

* To develop students” interpersonal communication, conflict resolution and
autonomy skills through cooperative work.

* To foster students” interest and love for Nature and plants in both, their own
natural surroundings and other natural environments around Europe.



* To foster respect among participants from different cultures.
* To encourage creativity among the participants.
* To develop students” motivation in daily activities.

For the teachers participating in the project and their organizations:

* To consolidate the professional relationship among the teachers working in the
schools.

* To improve teachers” abilities to coordinate international projects.

* To boost motivation at work.

4. GENERAL CONTENT
The students will celebrate the springtime through four main activities.
Activity 1:

Students will visit a nearby natural environment aiming to take part in a fun learning
activity in direct contact with Nature, therefore enabling them to appreciate the beauty
and splendour of the spring in their hometowns.

Once in the natural setting or park, students will work in groups to describe the natural
environment surrounding them through a simple worksheet activity.

Then, the will have to describe native plants and original flora that characterize the
natural environment in their hometowns. First, the groups will have to find these plants
through a funny and dynamic game. Once they have found these familiar plants, they
will study their characteristics and will complete a description of these with the help of a
simple worksheet activity.

Before they leave, they will have to take a picture of these trees and flowers they have
been working with, that represent their natural scape.
Activity 2:

Students will work in small groups to create postcards that depict the plants studied
during their visit in the first activity.

Teachers will designate a plant for each group: 5 plants studied in the park / 5 groups
per class in the project.

Teachers will give an individual worksheet activity to each student with true and false
sentences to be circled in order to describe the park and the plant selected for the
group: the correct sentences will be the same correct options they circled during their



activity in the park. The entire group shall obtain the same result when describing the
park and the designated plant.

Once they all have their individual worksheet completed and corrected, the teacher will
create a diptych using an A3 paper by folding it and making 2 A4 papers. The inside
parts will be used in the following way:

The left hand side will contain the gaps to be filled with the information to describe the
park and the plant designated for the group. As the students already know what to
write, they will share the task by writing one sentence each. Once they have finished,
they will complete the description by adding a picture of the plant taken during their
outdoor activity.

On the right hand side as for the rest of the reminding diptych (front and back), children
will stick their own drawings inspired by Nature and spring (flowers, trees, birds...);
they will design, draw, colour and paint these in other sheets, then they will cut them to
finally stick them in their group’s postcard.

All these tasks will be completed in couples: children will decide which part of the card
will do: front of card design, description of plant and rest of decoration. They will have
to take decisions and follow cooperative rules.

Once all the groups have their postcards finished, they will present the resulting cards
in front of class. Finally students will send them to one of the schools participating in
the project by post. Teachers will send the postcards following this triangulation
system:

Laveno students will send their postcards to the students in Bullas. Then, students in
Bullas will send their postcards to the students in Manzanares. Therefore, students in
Manzanares will be sending their creations to the students in Laveno.

Activity 3.

Once each school have received their postcards, teachers will appoint one to each
group in their class. Then, the students in each group will have the opportunity to
create an original and creative artwork out of the description and picture of the plant in
the card they have received from their school partners.

Finally, they will display their results in the classroom to exhibit their artistic creations
and will present them in front of the class.

Teachers will take pictures of these final drawings to create a Power Point to be sent to
the other two schools for their international school partners to enjoy the artworks

produced out of this task.

Activity 4.



The last task of this simple project will involved two Skype connections per school, for
example; Bullas will have one with Manzanares and another one with Laveno.

During the videoconference students will greet their international partners, also the
best artworks will be shown by their own authors. Finally, students will celebrate
springtime singing a traditional spring song from their area in their mother tongue.

5. CURRICULAR CONTENTS

The project involves the participation of students of First Course of Primary Education.
The contents will be related to the following subject areas: Natural Science, Art, Music
and English.

Contents:

General Contents:
*  Work in group through collaboration and respect among participants.
* Respect school materials and classroom resources.
* Respect other international students and their culture.
* Personal interaction among international students and teachers in English.

Natural Science:
* The plant Kingdown.
* The parts of a plant.
* Native flora: flowers and trees.
* Respect towards living things.
* Appreciate the beauty of Nature in springtime.

Art:
* Analysis of images.
* Representation of plants and landscapes.
* Colours used in the artworks.
* Artistic autonomy and creativity.
* Collage.
* Analysis of artworks.

e Listen to an original or traditional song from another European country related
to springtime and Nature.
* Performance of a traditional or original song.

English:
* Follow the instructions and understand simple commands.

* Greetings.
* Colours.
* Simple vocabulary related to plants and Nature.



* Simple action verbs.

* Simple adjectives to describe plants and landscape.
e Simple grammar structures: It’s... / There is a...

* Use of Present Simple for basic sentences.

Key competences:

In the curriculum, the curricular elements such as Contents, Learning Standards and
Key Competences are linked together and, at the same time, embedded in the didactic
tasks. Therefore, students will achieve desirable Key Competences by working on the
main activities proposed in the project (below will be shown the link between Learning
Standards and Key competences).

However, there are other key competences that have to do with abilities the students
can gain due to the methodological approaches proposed in the project such as the
use of cooperative strategies and project work. Therefore, we hope the students
significantly improve the following competences:

LIN Competence in Linguistic communication:
e Students communicate information and establish personal interactions in a
respectful way (LIN).
» Students present oral and written information in front of class and through a
videoconference (LIN).

LTL Competence in Learning to learn:
e Students are aware that they are putting in practice cooperative learning
strategies LTL).
* Students take decisions to treat information in an original and creative way
(LTL).

SOC Competence in Social awareness and citizenship:
» Students help each other to complete their group tasks (SOC).
» Students are able to autonomously resolve possible conflicts that might arise
while working in groups (SOC).

AUT Competence in Autonomous learning and personal initiative:
» Students develop original and creative results (AUT).
* Students are responsible for their own work (AUT).

DIG Competence in the Use of new technologies:
» Students take pictures of the natural landscape and plants (DIG).
e Students participate in a Skype conference with other international school
partners (DIG).

CUL Competence in Artistic and cultural awareness:
» Students value native plants and flora from other parts of Europe (CUL).
* Students share traditional songs from other parts of Europe (CUL).



Learning Standards:

General learning standards:

Take care of the classroom materials and respect the classroom rules Social
awareness and citizenship

Stay in silence while others present orally their results Social awareness and
citizenship

Show interest in group work Social awareness and citizenship

Use strategies to work individually and in groups, showing abilities to solve
conflicts Autonomous learning and personal initiative

Collaborate and help the rest of partners during group work activities Social
awareness and citizenship

Use adequately the ICT to capture images Use of new technologies

Present written tasks and creative compositions clean and in order Learning to
learn

Respect the creative compositions of others Artistic and cultural awareness
Present orally the results of activities in a clear way in front of class in English
Linguistic Communication

Interact orally with other international partners through Skype in English Use of
new technologies

Natural Science:

Art:

Observe a natural landscape and identify its general characteristics
Mathematics, science and technology

Understand how important is to preserve the natural environment and respect
plants Social awareness and citizenship

Identifies the parts of a plant Mathematics, science and technology
Understand what parts of a plant do Mathematics, science and technology
Understand what plants need to live Mathematics, science and technology
Observe plants directly, identifying and classifying them Mathematics, science
and technology

Identifies native plants from different parts of Europe Artistic and cultural
awareness

Observe Nature around and appreciate the beauty and harmony of springtime
Autonomous learning and personal initiative

Identify and name colours in English Linguistic Communication

Use colours in a personal way Artistic and cultural awareness

Use simple plastic techniques (crayons, pencils) to create original compositions
using the materials adequately Artistic and cultural awareness

Use basic tools to cut and stick adequately Artistic and cultural awareness



* Elaborate creative compositions through collage techniques Artistic and
cultural awareness
* Analyse other art works Learning to learn

Music:

e Listen to popular spring songs from other parts in Europe in a respectful way
Social awareness and citizenship

* Use a basic vocal technique to interpret a simple song Artistic and cultural
awareness

English:

e Understand basic information relating the activities procedures Linguistic
Communication

* Understand oral and written questions about basic vocabulary already seen in
class such as Greetings and plants Linguistic Communication

* Answer correctly to questions involving basic vocabulary such as Greetings,
parts of the plants and description of art works Linguistic Communication

* Write short text describing plants and park to an international partner Linguistic
Communication

6. METHODOLOGY

To work in an e-twinning project allows students to work in groups. In this project,
students will work in big groups and small groups. The interaction within the group will
be carried out following cooperative techniques to resolve group tasks. Therefore, we
will ensure the practice of key competences such as autonomy, personal responsibility,
decision-making and conflict resolution, among others.

Students will be at the heart of the learning process. They will be able to make their
own decisions, they will organize their work process, the will be responsible to finish
their postcards and paintings and present the results in front of partners.

Adding to this, to create and develop a school project allows teachers to develop more
original activities and approach the curricular contents within an interdisciplinary scope,
therefore enriching the learning process of students by giving them the opportunity to
apply their knowledge to a real life context.

The activities have been designed to motivate and thrill the students. This will be
achieved through the planning and delivering of fun sessions, such as going to an open
space and be surrounded by Nature, or sending compositions to other international
students and creating their art works. They will experiment surprise when they see their
school partners through Skype and they are able to communicate with them in English
for the first time. They will also be motivated to sing a song to celebrate springtime in
front of their partners.



By getting the students emotionally involved in the activities, a better acquisition of
contents and competences might be achieved.

The evaluation process will be flexible and varied: teachers” on-going observation
during the activities, questionnaires for the students and a evaluation of final artworks
will be carried out.

7. RESOURCES

* Materials to create the postcards such as scissors, colours, glue, cards...

* Classroom materials such as colours and cards to create their artistic
compositions on nature and plants.

e Classroom material such as the blackboard and digital board to revise basic
vocabulary and show examples and models to facilitate tasks.

* A variety of worksheet activities to complete different tasks.

* Digital blackboard to carry out the Skype sessions and to show the Power Point
containing the drawings made by the students.

* Mobiles to take pictures of the plants during the visit in the natural landscape.

* The e-Twinning platform to disseminate the results of the Project.

8. EXPECTED OUTCOMES
After the project, we hope to achieve:

* The creation of a postcard to describe a plant and its natural surroundings.

* An original and creative drawing or painting inspired by the description of a
plant and natural surroundings.

* The joy of those participating in motivating activities.

* For the participants, to understand that English is a useful language that allows
real communication between foreign partners.

* Value the work of international partners with respect.

* Motivate the students to continue participating in these creative projects.

* The quality standards awarded by the e-Twinning agency in Spain and Italy.

* Reinforce teachers’ abilities to design and develop further European projects
and booths their motivation at work.

» Strengthen professional relationships for future collaborations.

* Recognition for the methodological innovation and educative challenge by
families and rest of educative community.

9. EVALUATION PLAN

This project aims to improve participants” key competences in various subject areas;
Natural Science, Art, Music and English. Other main objectives are to develop their



ability to work in group, to understand other cultures better, to promote motivation
during class work and to develop their creativity.

In relation to the teachers, the challenge is to gain new abilities to plan and deliver
European projects and to increase satisfaction at work.

Therefore, the evaluation process shall help us to understand if these participants meet
desirable objectives.

Adding to this, the evaluation process will also take into account the wider educative
community such as families and their views on this educative approach and the rest of
professionals working in the schools.

The evaluation plan will be complex in order to include all this parts above. The
aspects to take into account are:

1. The planning and development of the project by the teachers coordinating it.

2. Impact of activities on students participating in the project.

3. Impact on teachers participating in the project, on families and the rest of
school’s teachers.

1. The planning and development of the project by the teachers.

The evaluation will focus on: planning, development of the activity, results, motivation
of students and possible improvements.

Responsible for the evaluation:
* Teachers involved in the project.
Timing:
* End of every main activity.
Evaluation techniques:
* On going observation during activities and evaluation of specific tasks and art
works. This information will be organized in the “Teachers evaluation form”.

2. Impact of activities on students participating in the project.

The evaluation will focus on: the level of acquisition of key competences and contents
of subject areas, aiming also to evaluate the motivation of participants.

Responsible for the evaluation:
* Teachers involved in the project.
Timing:
* End of every main activity.
Evaluation techniques:
* Students” questionnaire to understand their level of motivation.
* On going observation during activities (“Students evaluation form”).
* Evaluation of specific tasks and contents (“Students evaluation form”).
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3. Impact on teachers participating in the project, on families and the rest of
school’s teachers.

The evaluation plan aims to understand if teachers involved in the project have
acquired new knowledge related to its planning and delivering. Also, there is a need to
know if the professional satisfaction in participants has increased while taking part in
this project.

Parallel to this, it is important to evaluate how other school teachers value both, the
educative potential of these projects and the effort their colleagues put in this didactic
approach.

Equally, there is a need to understand how families might value and understand these
innovative methods in education.

Responsible for the evaluation:
* Teachers involved in the project.
Timing:
e Atthe end of the Project.
Evaluation techniques:
* Participant teachers” opinions on the project through a short questionnaire.
* Other school teachers” opinions on the project through a short questionnaire.
* Families” opinions on the project through a short questionnaire.
* Evaluation of results by e-Twinning in each country participating in the Project.

The coordinators of each participating school will evaluate the main activities of the
project focusing on both, the students and teachers performance using the “Evaluation
form” documents.

Adding to this, they will carry out the questionnaires at the end of the project and will
summarize the pertinent conclusions.

10. DISSEMINATION PLAN.

The objectives of are to enable the three schools to disseminate the planning process,
experiences of participants during the completion of tasks and the final products such
as the art works. Therefore, the plan contains the following aspects:

Dissemination of the activities through the e-Twinning platform: seen as the core
of the dissemination process. Coordinators of the three schools will up load the
information generated out of the four main activities of the project including texts,
pertinent documents, images of students at work and final products.
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Schools” Webs: Each school is free to disseminate the information related to the
project in their own Web or by creating a blog. A summary, using the mother tongue of
participants shall be created including texts, relevant documents and images of
different parts of the project.

Press and Social media: press articles will be realised in a local level by each school
at the end of the project. Also, social media such as Facebook and Instragram will be
used to disseminate specific activities and final results of the project during the lifetime
of the project and when this has been completed.
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